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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine one of the rare expressions used in the
science of al-jarh wa al-ta'dil (criticism and validation of
narrators), namely describing a narrator with the term “al-
shaytan” (the devil). The research explores its meanings and
connotations among the critics, and how its usage varied between
contexts of criticism and contexts of validation. It further
investigates the narrators who were characterized with this term
and analyzes the critical positions concerning them, in order to
reveal the impact of such a description on the acceptance or
rejection of a narration. The researcher employed a comprehensive
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inductive methodology by surveying the classical biographical and
critical works, in addition to peer-reviewed scholarly studies, to
establish a precise methodological understanding of this term. This
study seeks to enrich the field of al-jark wa al-ta ‘dil by highlighting
a rarely used critical term and demonstrating its significance in the
evaluative process of narrators.
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